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THE "PR” LETTER BAG. 

rT . Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.] 

trniTnR Will you kindly allow me to call to the attention of 

D * AR fxrt that the office will be closed from August 1st to Sept. 11th 
EE and that between those dates no Library books can be borrowed 
r«cha„ g e<1. an.! only import. !««• "“ rs be t ““"'“' d - 

26, Victoria Street, S.W. F - NoMl Armfjeld, Sec. 

Dear Editor,— May I protest against certain expressions in "Home 
Training of the Modern Girl” (June No. of the Parents' Review ), much of 
which seems tome full of good sense, though perhaps not very new ? 

The words against which I take exception are “ the time when woman was 
cramped up into one little corner of the world’s workshop— that of marriage 
and motherhood.” I am an elderly spinster, and in my time I too considered 
marriage and motherhood a career among other careers ; but the older I 
grow the more certain it seems that motherhood is the career compared to 
which all others are of slight service to the world, though to some, whose 
motherhood is of the spirit and not of the body, there is given a “ place 
and a name better than of sons and of daughters.” The mother deals with 
the next generation of an evolving race : the most able and intellectual of 
spinsters (unless her work is of a motherly nature) deals only with her own 
generation, which, as a rule, is formed, not forming. Without the mother 
no next generation can make its appearance ; and I protest against linking 
together as undesirable the expressions, ” She is quite a little mother to her 
dolls,” and ” She is quite a coquette already.” Let it always be praise to a 
girl to be a mother to anything. Let her feel that the very noblest and 
most splendid career available for a woman is motherhood ; but let her also 
understand that this noble and splendid career, which has to be achieved 
through physical pain and peril, may not be meant for her, and that in that 
case she must make her life as full and useful as she can — that of a worker 
ant compared to that of a queen. Hitherto, of late years, there has been a 
disposition to belittle marriage in order to comfort the girls who have no 
chance of marrying, and to prevent them from pining to fulfil the natural 
duty of their sex. Surely it would be better to glorify motherhood — to 
dwell upon the duty of keeping the physical frame in proper condition, 
siou d it ever be called upon to undertake it, avoiding over-dancing, ovei- 
eye ing, etc. and at the same time to make it clearly understood that as every 
man is not called upon to be a hero, so every woman is not called upon to 
Man y ma Y expect to have the smaller and less glorious frag- 
and InV 6 f‘ Ve V° them ' and had better learn accept their fate sweetly 
married T °r S t 1 le y will find plenty of ways to help on the world un 
U o not let them therefore disparage motherhood. ^ E RLVr 
Kingshot, Winchester. ELDER 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26. Victoria Street. S.W. 

Tel - 479 Victoria. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all matters of 
interest connected with their branches, also 6 copies of any brosZ uses L 
other papers they may print. 7 y ^ Pauses or 

N.B.— Kindly write on one side of paper only. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Cardiff.— Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas Powis 
Dunfermline.— Mrs Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be glad 
to hear from people interested. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having friends 
there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 


Belgravia. — The summer meeting was held on Saturday, the 1st of July, 
at the Ranelagh Gardens, Chelsea. About 50 members and their children 
assembled to welcome the children of the Guild of Play, a Guild which works 
in the poorest schools of the East and South of London. The Guild gave 
two exhibitions of the singing and dancing old English games, then had tea 
out of doors, and spent the rest of the evening playing games about the 
gardens. The meeting was favoured with perfect weather, and the children 
made a very pretty spectacle in their setting of green grass and green trees. 
A word of special thanks should be given to the childish hosts and hostesses, 
who were perfectly invaluable in helping during the tea and the games 
afterwards. 

LONDON NATURAL HISTORY CLUB. 


(Managed by the Belgravia Branch). 

A series of expeditions were made during June and July. 

On Wednesday, June 14 th, Miss Taylor conducted a party to Richmond Old 
Park. Special study, riverside plants. 

June 21 st. Witton Park, Hounslow. Special study, seedling trees, meadow 
and hedgerow plants. 

June 28 th. Physic Garden, Chelsea. Special study, plants ot economic 
interest. The formation of fruit. 

July 5 th. Cheshunt. Special study, ditch and stream entomology. 

July 12 th. Battersea Park. Special study, plant preparations for winter. 

On Saturday, June 10 th, Miss Powell conducted a party to Ke 'J ^ ardeI j s & 
It was a very wet afternoon, but a good deal ot study was given . to the 

Natural Order of the Leguminae. the most « tensi y e °^ it °rtoTotteridgc 
On Jane 17 th, the weather was so bad tl a l Natural 

had to be abandoned, and Miss Powell «»ducte «P ^ examined and 

History Museum, South Kensington, where the 

also a delightful collection of Fungi. , A referred ex- 

On July 1st, Miss Powell and her ponds most productive, 

pedition to Tolleridge to study pond-life, and dt horse leec hes 

Mayfly larva, dragon-fly larva water scorpion interesting water-plants, 

and various water snails were all found, an . . M s Fos3| , 

A most welcome and kind hospitality was extended to the party y 


P.N.E.U. notes. 


Special study, common flora. 

UiIv m Oxshott Common. short examination paper and a fe w 

1 Mi„ Powell g.« •» P»P' rs wr “'“ '1 ,r , am ' UP °“ 

* These were classified an at once vlslte d, and a lesson given 

arriving at Oxshott. the ^ Pme W ^ and the male and female fir cones : 

upon the pine tree, with June A lesson was then given upon the 

both kinds were carefully ex consists most ly of herbs. The cornflower 

Natural Order Composite, w q{ bracts aroU nd the flower called the 

was studied, showing the c of that order, as is also the whorl of ray 
involucre ; this is character! ^ ^ dosely packed disc florets, which are 
florets to attract the msec s ^ five stamens and calyx, made up of 

complete tiny flowers, wi 1 w hich springs from the top of the ovary 

a crown of hairs, called 1 ‘II - to an interesting little talk upon 

PoS hrmad. « diagram o, .he disc Here. <* the 
fertilization Mis ^ ^ been examining in the little flower. After 

daisy, clearly s g fl were f oun d and studied. 

tea several collections are about to be printed 

a„r*cSd, and it is hoped the Club will hold an exhibition of collections 
.about Xmas-time. 

AUSTRALIA (VICTORIAN BRANCH). 

Hawthorn. — A drawing-room meeting was held on the 81st May at 
•St Columb’s Vicarage (by kind permission of Mrs. Nash). About forty 

were present. A most interesting and suggestive paper on Old Methods 

and New in Education” was read by Mrs. Topp, in which she reviewed the 
changes made in the school life of girls during the last generation. Canon 
Nash was in the chair, and challenged discussion by expressing the opinion 
that women brought up under the older system were more cultivated and 
interesting than girls of the present day, modern education being apparently 
superficial. A number of parents and teachers exchanged views, the question 
of home-lessons, among others, being introduced. Several teachers spoke of 
the tyranny of examinations, which obliged teachers to push their pupils on, 
and necessitated home-lessons, to the detriment of the happiness oi the home. 
Suburbs South of the Yarra. — A conversazione was held at 
Faireleight,” East St. Kilda, on June 2nd (by kind permission of 
Miss Chambers). There was a good attendance. Dr. Kent Hughes took 
the chair, and Dr. Norris opened a discussion on Children’s Amusements, 
emphasising, in the course of laying down a number of fundamental 
principles, his opinion that the natural independence of the child should 
be completely unfettered and unrestricted during its leisure hours. A 
member asked what was to be done with a child whose sole idea of leisure 
was reading, should the mother not interfere ? Miss Henderson did not 
approve of leaving children entirely to their own devices, and then spoke o 
the very irrational forms of amusements provided by present-day parents 
ior their children — balls, theatres, and various late-hour entertainments of a 
kindred kind — which not only interfere with the child’s school life, but are 
fostering passions which, if indulged in at all, [are supposed to belong to t ie 
adult period of existence. She spoke of the real cruelty entailed on children 
whose parents from principle could not allow them to participate in ^ ie ^ e 
■forme rvf -sement, and who in some cases would be tempted, therefore, o 
A arents tyrannical. It was suggested that the child whose s 
recreation is reading should be given a hobby as a distraction. t)r. e *! 
Hughes *1 _ , , , . 1 ,^ whi cu 


luuiu not allow them to participate m 

forms of amusement, and who in some cases would be tempted, therefore, 
think their parents tyrannical. It was suggested that the child whoseso^ 
tion is reading should be given a hobby as a distraction. t)r. e *! 
Hughes summed up the remarks made by these and other speakers, vrni 
wrought a most successful evening to a close. 


THE 

PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Ot HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


Vol. XVI. No. 9.] [SEPTEMBER, 1905. 


THE BROWNING LETTERS. 

By the Rev. Canon Gorton. 

My subject is the love letters of Mr. and Mrs. Browning. 
All letters are almost sacred, and in biographies need to be 
issued with a keen sense of responsibility. But love letters ! 
We seldom have read such except under the humiliation of 
a breach of promise case. A poet’s love letters ! A poet’s 
love we have, veiled often from the world’s eye, in his poems. 
For love is the poet’s source of inspiration. Yet we know 
not in his uttered words how far the love is the occasion for 
the song, or the song is the occasion for the love. Had we 
placed in our hand that writer’s box, with these five hundred 
letters, on fine paper, in now faded ink, had we dared to 
untie the tape and read (ii., 420, “ Infinite treasure in a 
little room ”), I think we should have hesitated to enter this 
sanctuary of love. But the son received them fiom his father 
with the charge, “ There they are, do with them as you please 
when I am dead and gone.” Should he have placed them 
in his father’s grave ? Not after he had read the wor s o 11 s 
mother. “ I for my part,” wrote his mother, “ value letters 
as the most vital part of biography. If the principle ( 1 
struction of letters were carried out, there woul e an en 
Death would be deader henceforth. We should be rea y 
say that if the secrets of our daily lives and inner sous y 
instruct other surviving souls, then let them be open 

S 1 

VOL. XT I. NO. 9. 



